Cornwall Wine Tasting Group

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 2010

Held at the Assembly Room, Hall for Cornwall, Truro at 7.30pm on March 16th 2010.

Present: 27 members.

1. Apologies: Alison Vaughan.

2. Minutes of 2009 AGM: Agreed as a true and accurate record: proposed by Morene Fleming, seconded by Olive Bennett.

3. Matters Arising: None.

4. Chairman’s Report:
· Membership of the group remained at a satisfactory level with around 61 active members.

· 2009 was the twentieth anniversary year for the Group and was marked by a series of special events, including a free tasting and a memorable tasting of mature, classed-growth Bordeaux in ‘Gems From A Private Cellar’.

· Attendance at tastings during 2008 showed a marked increase over 2008, averaging 31.

· The most popular tastings were Wines From Sicily, the Blind Tasting and ‘Call My Wine Bluff’.

· The year began with an Annual Dinner held at the Hall for Cornwall.

· The alfresco evening was held at Truro School. 

· A Fine Wine Tasting of all ten Beaujolais crus was held and much enjoyed.

· Suggestions are welcomed for future tastings, as are other ideas.

· The Chair concluded by thanking the committee for all their work over the past year.

5. Treasurer’s Report:
· The Balance Sheet presented to the meeting revealed an end of year balance very similar to that of the preceding year.

· There had been an overall loss of £350 on the year, compared to the £700 profit the year before. The Treasurer noted that this followed the historical pattern of expenditure.

· The Treasurer concluded that the finances were in a healthy state, even though, following the previous AGM, the decision had been made to fund more expensive wines.

In considering a question enquiring whether the Group needed to retain a balance of the current size, it was agreed that this should be examined by the committee. A proposal that the accounts be accepted  was made by Michael Bennett and seconded by Val Macleod.

6. Election of Officers and Committee:

The Chair informed the meeting that Alison Vaughan was standing down from the committee. She was thanked for her work. The other members were willing to continue as were the officers. Other nominations were invited; there being none, it was proposed by Pat Fleming and seconded by Diane Cocks to re-elect the committee and officers en bloc. 

7. Any Other Business:
The Chair invited questions and comments from the floor. Discussion centred on the 2010 Annual Dinner with some members questioning the suitability of Truro School as a venue. There was some agreement that the food could have been better; that supplied at the Al Fresco Evening had come up to expectations. After some discussion on possible alternative venues it was suggested that members give their ideas to a committee member.

David McWilliam proposed a vote of thanks to the officers for all their work.

